


The Contracts for Excellence program was established in 

2007-08 school year as an accountability measure for school 

districts with at least one academically underperforming 

school and whose Foundation Aid growth was set to exceed 

certain thresholds.



The “contract amount” is a subset of Foundation Aid that a district must program 
toward specific uses as described in NYS Education Law §211-d.

Contract funds must predominantly benefit pupils with the greatest educational 

needs, including but not be limited to:

✓ Economically disadvantaged students

✓ Students with disabilities

✓ English-language learners

✓ Students struggling with proficiency



The law specifies six categories of allowable programs and activities:

✓ Class size reduction

✓ Increased time on task

✓ Teacher and principal quality initiatives

✓ Middle and high school restructuring

✓ Full-day pre-kindergarten and kindergarten

✓ Model programs for English language learners



The full phase-in of Foundation Aid increases the contract amounts 

significantly for 2023-24. In consideration of the challenges districts may 

face in planning and programming the increased set-aside amounts in a 

single year, the Commissioner of Education has authorized a three-year 

contract increase phase-in: 20% in 2023-24, and 40% in both 2024-25 and 

2025-26.





District Contract Amount for 2023-24

ALBANY $ 3,950,357 

AMSTERDAM 3,700,421 

BINGHAMTON  8,002,288 

BUFFALO 20,983,514   

ELMIRA 6,753,010 

GENEVA 3,440,480 

NEW YORK CITY 575,803,007 

NEWBURGH 13,569,384 

ROCHESTER 34,384,158

SCHENECTADY 17,390,497

SYRACUSE 18,138,110

UTICA 15,101,135

YONKERS 13,371,526



C4E 

FINAL

CONTRACT:

$15,101,135

PROCTOR

$3,103,717
JFK

$701,422

DONOVAN

$912,190

HUGHES

$1,073,967

JEFFERSON

$1,138,614

JONES

$993,246

ALBANY

$962,850

KERNAN

$947,024

COLUMBUS

$1,378,716

GEN.HERK.

$1,096,494

ML KING

$899,984

WATSON 

WILLIAMS

$1,235,591

CONKLING

$657,320



1. Consult with stakeholder groups—Parents/Guardians, Teachers, Administrators
2. Prepare and submit a DRAFT Contract (July)

3. Publicize proposed Contract for Excellence and post on District website for Public 

Comment Period (July-August)

4. Post assessments of Public Comments, if any (August)

5. Submit FINAL Contract for Excellence to NYSED for review and approval
6. Post FINAL Contract for Excellence and Public Comments on District website (August)



✓ The law requires that all districts send final expenditure reports related to 

Contracts for Excellence to the New York State Education Department 

(NYSED) for review.

✓ Additionally, all districts must provide a report, certified by an 

independent auditor, that C4Efunds expended in the previous year were 

spent and accounted for properly.





✓ The Utica City School District’s draft C4E plan can be found on our 

website at www.uticaschools.org on the Business/Finance Department 

webpage

✓ Additional information on the Contracts for Excellence (C4E) can be 

found on the New York State website at the following link:

https://www.p12.nysed.gov/mgtserv/C4E/23-24home.html 

http://www.uticaschools.org/
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/mgtserv/C4E/23-24home.html
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